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Teacher tip: Visit nightzookeeper.com to create characters
and view your students creations online.

What is the name of your animal and where does it live?

What things does your animal like and dislike?

Why is your animal special and what skills does it have?

Big Ideas: Storytelling #1 Meet Tom Rivers 
Discussion Guide

In Chapter 1 of “Big Ideas: Storytelling” we meet Tom Rivers 
and Sam the Spying Giraffe. We are encouraged to create 
our own characters.
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On the next page are a few printable activities for students.

Class Discussion Questions & Activities
Big Ideas: Storytelling
T H E LI T ER ACY S H ED

nightzookeeper.com

Night Zookeeper uses storytelling and technology to encourage 
creativity and imagination. Our magical stories inspire traditional 
creative play and develop reading, writing and drawing skills.

We believe in fairness and offer free digital education products 
to children around the world. Visit nightzookeeper.com for
more information.



It's time to create your 
own character. The more 
details you can imagine 
the better!

Name:

Lives:

Likes:

Dislikes:

Skills:

Special because:

nightzookeeper.com



What does your 
character look like? 
Draw it below.

nightzookeeper.com
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High Impact Interactive Lessons

Night Zookeeper has developed an engaging library of 
interactive literacy lessons. Teachers from around the world 
have helped to created thousands of activities to help your 
students develop their English skills.

Our interactive lessons work perfectly as homework or 
classroom activities. Simply select a lesson and send it to 
your students. Their completed work will then be sent to 
you, where you can easily assess and export it.

Activities within an interactive lesson can range from:
long form and short form writing, comprehension 
quizzes, drawing activities, watching videos and listening
to sound clips.

Night Zookeeper’s Storytelling Series

Each lesson in this collection includes a different 
inspirational video, which acts as a guide for composing an 
adventure story in four stages.

Click the link below to visit the interactive lessons that 
accompany this storytelling series:

https://www.nightzookeeper.com/edu/lesson-hive/storytelli
ng-series

 

Interactive lessons & resources


