
Wo rds i n  Co ntext 
Find and highl ight the fo l lowing 
words in the text.
• i n ha bi ted
• a pprent ices
• stu bborn
What do you think they mean?
What words cou ld you replace them 
with?

Retr i eval  q uest ions
1. What was extraord inary about 

Ruby?
2. What is unusua l about the gun?
3. Who spoke f irst?

I n f erence q u est ions . 
1. What time of day is it –

support your answer with 
c lues from the text?

2. What does the verb ‘hissed’ 
suggest about the way Ruby 
spoke to the gun?

Cho i ce  q uest ions

1. What phrase does the author 
use to describe how Ruby felt 
about being the only female 
Bandlander? 

2. What sentence does the 
author use to inform the 
reader that Ruby is new to the 
job?

3. What genre do you think this 
extract is from?

Cha l l enge q u est ion
Draw a picture of how you think 
Ruby looks.

The Black Amulet 
by J R Wallis



Retr i eval  q uestions

Wo rds i n  Co ntext 
Find and highl ight the fo l lowing words in 
the text.
Pena nce
Pro f essi on
Ree l ing
Mo nastery 
What do you think they mean?
What words cou ld you replace them 
with?

1. What was the only dark c loud?
2. What was the surprise?
3. What were the turnips for?
4. How is Brother Abstemius related

to Manchán?
5. Where was the monastery
I n f erence q u est ions .

1. What c lues can you f ind in the text 
which suggest this is not a modern 
day ta le?

2. Why does the phrase ‘A monk for 
heaven’s sake’ make Brother 
Abstemius angry?

3. Why d id Manchán’s mother want 
him to be a monk? Support your 
answer with evidence from the 
text.  

Cho i ce  q uest ions

1. How does the author portray the 
father’s character? What makes 
you think this?

2. List three verbs which the author 
uses to show how Manchán feels 
about becoming a monk.

3. Skim and scan for the word   
‘Great’ – why is it in an ita l ic 
font? 

Mucking About

by John Chambers



Wo rds i n  Co ntext 
Find and highl ight the fo l lowing 
words in the text.
• w o bbl y
• v a g ue
• pro pped 
What do you think they mean?
What words cou ld you replace them 
with?

Retr i eva l  q uest ions
1. Where is Mo l ly?
2. What created the spray from 

the ocean?
3. What events were invo lved in 

the obstacle race?

I n f erence q u est ions

1. Does Mo l ly have long or short 
ha ir? Support your answer 
with ev idence from the text.

2. What c lues in the f irst 
paragraph shows how 
determined Mo l ly is?.

3. How do you think Mo l ly wou ld 
feel if a v ideo was posted on 
YouTube? Expla in why you think 
this.

4. Why do you think Jim has 
designed a l l these si l ly 
activ ities?

Cho i ce  q uest ions
1. Why does the author repeat 

‘Even though‘ at the start of 
severa l sentences.

Cha l l enge q u est ion
What effect does the f irst 
paragraph have on the reader?

You’ve Got a Friend
by Judi Curtin



Retr i eval  q uestions

1. What was the name of the shop?
2. Who is Grace?
3. What pet d id grandma own?

I n f erence q u est ions .

1. What does the sentence ‘Ti l ly 
blushed and sheepishly started 
picking them up’ suggest about 
how Mati lda then felt?

2. Why do you think the shop had 
‘just-blown-out-cand le s’? What 
might this suggest?

3. What kind of shop d id Mati lda’s 
grandparents own?

Cho i ce  q uest ions

1. What does the phrase ‘as thick as 
thieves’ mean? 

2. What does the author mean by 
‘the bubble of ca lm popped’?

3. What does the word ‘harrumphed ’
mean?

4. The au thor u ses a s imi l e i n
paragraph one – why is i t
effective?.

5. What does the word ‘ seeped’
mean? Ca n you thin k of another
word which cou ld replace it?

6. Can you identify the verbs the 
author uses to show that Mati lda 
was in a bad mood in paragraph 
one?

.

Pages & Co . Ti l ly and the Bookwanderers

by Anna James



We See Everything

by Wil l iam Sutcl iffe
Wo rds i n  Co ntext 
Find and highl ight the fo l lowing words in 
the text.
Ex c lus ion
Wa r i ly
Ba rren
Deso l ate
Ga u ge
Bra c ed
What do you think they mean?
What words cou ld you replace them 
with?

Retr i eval  q uest ions
1. Why is the narrator desperate to 

cross the exclusion zone?
2. Why was the narrator surprised 

by what the woman was wearing?
3. What c ity is the story set?
In f erence q u est ions .

1. How o ld is the narrator? Support 
your answer with evidence from
the text.

2. What phrase tel ls the reader that 
the narrator l ikes blackberries?

3. What has happened in the c ity? 
Support your answer with 
ev idence from the text. 

4. What kind of person is the 
narrator? Support your answer 
with ev idence from the text.

Cho i ce  q uest ions

1. The author uses a simi le to show 
how the narrator moves – what is 
it?

2. Who is the d isembodied vo ice?.

3. The author uses a number of 
questions in the extract – why do 
you think this is?


