
Punctuation Example(s) Have I included it? 

 Using commas to separate lists of 

adjectives 
 

short, round, hairy creature 
 

 

 Using an exclamation mark to show 

that something is 

urgent/exciting/surprising 

 

And that’s just the head!  
 

 

 Using commas for introductory 

chunks / adverbial openers 

 

Although she is generally good-natured, sometimes Hermoine can 
become frustrated and rather curt / After it has consumed its 
prey, it sniffs the air to hunt its next victim 
 

 

 Using a hyphen to link words 
 

emerald-green / midnight-black / rope-like / snake-like  

 Using commas/dashes/brackets to 

show parenthesis  

His nails, which are always stained with blood, are razor-sharp 
and deadly. 
His nails - which are always stained with blood - are razor-sharp 
and deadly. 
His nails (which are always stained with blood) are razor-sharp 
and deadly. 
 

 

 Using a hyphen/dash/colon to 

separate clauses 

 

There is simply no way to satisfy its appetite for meat; it will kill 
everything in its path. 
There is simply no way to satisfy its appetite for meat: it will kill 
everything in its path. 
There is simply no way to satisfy its appetite for meat - it will kill 
everything in its path. 
 

 

 


